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A ctor Michael J. Fox 
received the shock of 
his life at the height of 

his career. The upsetting news 
initiated a battle he could never 
have anticipated.

Michael’s life began in 1961 
in Alberta, Canada. One of five 
siblings, he was always small, 
which led to problems at school. 
He was constantly bullied but 
learned to use humor to calm 
situations — a skill that would 
serve him well in later years. 

Not unt i l  Michael  jo ined 
his school drama club did he 
begin to fit in. Then at 15, he made his professional acting debut 
in a Canadian TV series. A couple of years later his parents 
let him quit school and move to Los Angeles to become an 
actor. Over the next few years, he endured plenty of auditions 
and rejections. But Michael hit pay dirt when he won the role 
of Alex P. Keaton in Family Ties, which became a top-ranked 
TV comedy. Next up was a starring role in Back to the Future 
— the award-winning film that would catapult the young actor 
to widespread fame! While in his 20s, Fox completed seven 
seasons of Family Ties, made 10 movies and married actress 
Tracy Pollan. 
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and became/Michael J. Fox/very popular/in his 20s/began acting/at 15  

________________________________________________________________________.

by his doctors/that he had/at the age of 29,/was told/Michael J. Fox/Parkinson’s disease  
________________________________________________________________________.

(Suggested answers on page 73)

Key Points Unscramble the sentences to find the key points.

  Have you ever faced 
rejection? Explain.

  When you read about the way 
Fox is handling his disease, what 
adjectives come to mind?

Talk About It

could never have p.p. 助動詞 could + 
have p.p. 為對過去事件的推測，表「過

去可能有做了某事」。在此結構中加上 
never，則帶出否定推測，並隱含強烈情

緒，表「過去不可能有做到某事」。因此

透過本句，作者強烈推測這場與病魔的戰

役，是 Michael 過去不可能有料想到的。

例句：She could never have known the 
impact her words would have on me.

Usage Tip

Parkinson’s Awareness MonthParkinson’s Awareness Month
Every April is Parkinson’s Awareness Month. This Every April is Parkinson’s Awareness Month. This 

month is focused on an important part of PD awareness: month is focused on an important part of PD awareness: 
educating people on the many signs that impact daily educating people on the many signs that impact daily 
life and how to address them. Also included is how to life and how to address them. Also included is how to 
help people recognize the early signs that can lead to help people recognize the early signs that can lead to 
an earlier diagnosis and overall better quality of life. an earlier diagnosis and overall better quality of life. 

https://www.parkinson.org/parkinsons-awareness-month https://www.parkinson.org/parkinsons-awareness-month 
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                      _________________________
                              S
                      __________
                       V.接收                    (n)震驚 
  
                                       (片)在...的高峰
                             _____________________
             (n)職業          S   (adj)懊惱地  
    ________                  [               
     V.開啟            (n)戰役             
                                         ]
                (v)料想   
   
    
        ______________  _______
                     S                      V          
                                               ____________
                                                   
     ________   ___  ____
     (n)手足           S      V                   
   [             ______                                         ]
                  (v)造成
    ___  _____                        ________
      S     V1.被霸凌  *constantly(adv)一再地
    ________
            V2                      (n)幽默           (v)平息
                                               [                    
                     
                                                               ]
     *serve sb well(片)對某人有益  
        
   
        ___________   __________ ________ 
      (片)直到...才...(倒裝)     S                  V
                                                         ___  ___
                                                           V      S
                                                          ___ _____       
                      (v)融入                       S        V              (adj)專業的                      (n)處女作
                                                             ____________                          ____________          
                                            (n)影集     (片)數個的...                                              S
    ___           ____________                                         
      V             (v)輟學      
                  _________________________ ___  ________
                  (片)之後的幾年                                  S     V.經歷        (adj)數個      (n)試鏡
                                                ________ ___________              ___ ____
              (n)拒絕                            S           V.挖到寶                     S     V          
                                                                           [                       
                                                                                                                  (adj)高等的
                               ]                  ____  ______________
            (n)喜劇                               V       S.主角角色               
                   _______________         [                                       
                   (adj)得獎的                                                 (v)使...突然得到               
                                                  ]                                      ____  ___________
          (adj)廣泛的                                                                  S      V1.完成 
                                                        ______                                   ________
                                                            V2                                              V3
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Michael J. Fox was on top of the world 

 until one morning in 1991 when his little 
finger developed tremors. The young 
actor was only 29 when his doctor 
informed him that he had Parkinson’s disease 
(PD). Until three more doctors confirmed the 
diagnosis, Fox refused to believe he had a 
disease that typically strikes senior adults.

Incredible as it may seem, he managed to 
keep his condition under wraps for the next 
seven years while still starring in movies and TV 
shows. But by 1998, he could no longer conceal 
it. He revealed his diagnosis, indicating that he 
would be stepping away from acting to focus on 
increasing the public’s knowledge of the disease. 

In 2000, Fox established The Michael J. Fox 
Foundation for Parkinson’s Research. Today it is 
called “the most credible voice on Parkinson’s 
research” and has raised nearly $2 billion.

Fox has never shied away from being honest 
about the terrible impact PD has had on his life. 
But along with honesty, Fox brings humor as 
seen in his interviews and best-selling books.

As an advocate, Fox approaches Parkinson’s 
disease with optimism, offering others with the 
disease a reason to hope. 

Adj./Adv. as S + be/V … 連接詞 as 可表「雖然」之意，但此用法較常

見於書面文章。此外，as 讓步子句僅置於主要子句之前，並且會以倒裝

句形式出現，也就是將「修飾主詞的形容詞」或「修飾動詞的副詞」移至

句首，再接上 as S + be/V，意同 although S + be/V + adj./adv.，故本

句可改寫為 although it may seem incredible, he managed to …。例

句：Fast as the girl ran, she couldn’t catch up with her friend.

Usage Tip
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siblingsibling (n) [:sIblI?] 兄；弟；姊；妹
Celine Dion comes from a large family of 13 siblings.

bullybully (v) [:bUli] 欺凌，欺負
Glenn told his parents that his younger sister was  
being bullied online. 

rejectionrejection (n) [rI:d}Ek{/n] 拒絕
The life of a performer often comes with many 
rejections.

comedycomedy (n) [:kAmIdi] 喜劇
The actress is best known for a popular comedy she 
appeared in during the early 2000s.

widespreadwidespread (adj) [:waId:sprEd] 廣泛的
Following the meeting, there was widespread  
agreement regarding the company’s future direction.

diagnosisdiagnosis (n) [;daI/g:nosIs] 診斷
The doctors have run many tests, but they still don’t  
have a diagnosis.

concealconceal (v) [k/n:sil] 隱瞞；隱匿
If you don’t tell the police what you know, you might  
be charged with concealing information about a crime.

establishestablish (v) [I:st,blI{] 創立；設立
Our company established a foundation that benefits 
children with cancer.

optimismoptimism (n) [:Apt/;mIz/m] 樂觀
I could hear optimism in my doctor’s voice as she 
discussed my health concerns. 

anticipateanticipate (v) [,n:tIs/;pet] 預料
I expected a beautiful view from the mountaintop,  
but I never anticipated such spectacular scenery. 

crediblecredible (adj) [:krEd/b/l] 可信的
He has failed to produce some credible proof for  
his argument.

auditionaudition (n) [O:dI{/n] 試鏡
catapultcatapult (v) [:k,t/;p<lt] 突然成為
tremortremor (n) [:trEm-] 顫抖
Parkinson’s disease Parkinson’s disease (PD)(PD)  (n) [ :pArk Ins/nz]
[dI:ziz] 帕金森氏症

hit pay dirthit pay dirt 挖到寶；成功
on top of the worldon top of the world 極度幸福
under wrapsunder wraps 保密
shy away fromshy away from 退縮，畏避
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        _______________ ____
                       S                  V    (片)極度幸福
                                                          [                  
     (介)直到...                   
                                                             ] ____________
                  (v)罹患               (n)顫抖                   S
    ______ _____                                    ____________
                      V                                                 S
    _________          [                                                          
     V.告知                                                (n)帕金森斯病症
                ]            _____________________ ___________
                (連)直到                         S                     V.確認     
                               ____  ________                         [         
    (n)診斷                    S     V.拒絕                   
                                                                                          ]
                               (adv)通常  (v)襲擊    (adj)年老的
  
     
        ___________        __ ___________    ___ _____________
     (adj)難以置信 (連)雖然 S           V                 S     V.設法去...            
    ______                               ______________
    *keep sth under wraps(片)對某事加以保密       
             
                               (介)而同時...  (v)主演            
                                               ___ _________________________
                            (介)截至...     S      V.再也無法隱藏
          ___  _________                               __________[
            S     V.揭露                 (n)診斷            (分構)指出...     
                         ____________________                                                        
                         (v)從...離開                                         
                                                                                                        ]
     (v)增加                 
  
     
                           ____  ____________
                              S      V.建立                
                                                                                                  _ __
    (n)基金會                                           (n)研究                          S V1.被稱為...
    ______
                                         (adj)可信的                       
                                  __________
                                   V2.已經募集    (adv)幾乎
   
  
        ____ ____________________________
          S      V.一直從不避諱...                          
                                                       [                                                ]
                                          (n)影響   
              ___________                      ____ _______                       (it is)
              (介)除了...                                S          V        (n)幽默 
    _____
     (PP)               (n)訪談                    (adj)最暢銷的
      
   
                                             ____ ____________
      (介)身為     (n)倡議者           S     V.接近         
                                                        ________
                                (n)樂觀             (分構)同時提供...                 
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